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Introduction 
 
Emerging from the complex and politically charged religious landscape of 11th-century 
Fatimid Egypt, the Druze faith, whose adherents refer to themselves as al-Muwahhidun (the 
Unitarians), represents one of the most significant theological schisms from Isma'ili Shi'i 
Islam.1 While its historical roots are undeniably embedded within the esoteric ( 
bāṭinī) traditions of Shi'ism, the subsequent doctrinal development of the Druze faith forged a 
distinct and self-contained religious system that stands apart from its Islamic origins.4 Often 
misunderstood as a mere sect of Islam, a comprehensive analysis of its core tenets reveals a 
unique cosmology, eschatology, and system of religious law that fundamentally redefines the 
relationship between the divine, the individual, and the community. 
This report posits that the Druze faith, while sharing a common Abrahamic heritage and 
Arabic cultural framework with Islam, fundamentally diverges from both its Sunni and Shia 
branches through three core doctrinal innovations. First is the concept of theophany (tajalli), 
specifically the belief in the manifestation of the divine essence in the person of the sixth 
Fatimid Caliph, al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah, which replaces the strict transcendental monotheism 
(tawhid) central to Islam. Second is the adoption of reincarnation (taqammus), a cyclical view 
of the soul's journey, which stands in direct opposition to the linear eschatology of a singular 
life, bodily resurrection, and final judgment that is a cornerstone of Islamic belief. Third is the 
systematic replacement of Islamic ritual orthopraxy, embodied in the Five Pillars, with an 
esoteric system of ethical orthopraxy articulated in the Seven Druze Precepts. 
To fully explore these distinctions, this report will proceed in five parts. It will first examine the 
historical context of the Fatimid Caliphate and the foundational figures who orchestrated this 
theological break from Isma'ili Shi'ism. It will then dissect the core theological divergences 
concerning the nature of God, prophecy, and spiritual authority. The third section will 
compare the scriptural canons and eschatological beliefs, contrasting the Epistles of Wisdom 
with the Qur'an and the doctrine of taqammus with the Islamic Day of Judgment. The fourth 
section will analyze the practical application of faith through religious law, ritual, and 
community structure, highlighting the replacement of the Five Pillars with the Seven Precepts. 
Finally, the report will address the complex issue of Druze identity and the historical 
perception of the community by mainstream Muslims, clarifying its position as a separate and 



independent faith. 
 

Section I: Historical Divergence and Foundational 
Figures 
 
The emergence of the Druze faith was not a gradual evolution but a deliberate and radical 
theological revolution that occurred within a specific and highly charged political-religious 
environment. Its doctrines were formulated and propagated by a small group of missionaries 
who capitalized on the unique theological framework of the Fatimid Caliphate to advance a 
new, post-Islamic revelation. Understanding this historical context is essential to grasping the 
depth of the schism that separates the Druze from their Isma'ili origins. 
 
The Fatimid Isma'ili Context 

 
The Fatimid Caliphate (909–1171 CE) was a formidable Isma'ili Shia empire that established 
itself in North Africa and later conquered Egypt, posing a direct ideological and political 
challenge to the Sunni Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad.6 The legitimacy of Fatimid rule rested 
on a crucial theological premise: the Caliph was not merely a temporal ruler but also the 
divinely guided, infallible Imam, a direct descendant of the Prophet Muhammad through his 
daughter Fatima and her husband Ali ibn Abi Talib.7 In Isma'ili doctrine, the Imam was 
considered the embodiment of God's infallible guidance to humanity, a spiritual leader whose 
authority was absolute and divinely ordained.7 This belief created a theological environment 
where the spiritual status of the ruler was elevated to a level far beyond that of a Sunni Caliph, 
providing the fertile ground from which a doctrine of outright deification could spring. The 
intense political rivalry with the Abbasids necessitated a robust ideological apparatus, and the 
Fatimid 
da'wa (mission) actively promoted the supreme spiritual station of the Imam as the 
cornerstone of its legitimacy. 
 
The Centrality of al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah (r. 996–1021) 

 
At the heart of the Druze faith is the figure of the sixth Fatimid Caliph, Abu 'Ali Mansur, who 
took the regnal title al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah ("Ruler by God's Command").7 His reign was 
marked by erratic and often contradictory policies, including periods of extreme persecution 
against Sunni Muslims, Christians, and Jews, interspersed with moments of tolerance and 
patronage of the arts and sciences.6 Historical accounts, largely written by hostile Sunni or 
Christian chroniclers, often portray him as a megalomaniacal tyrant, earning him the epithet 
"The Mad Caliph".7 



The pivotal theological shift that defines the origin of the Druze faith was the elevation of 
al-Hakim from his Isma'ili role as the infallible Imam to being the final and most complete 
manifestation (tajalli) of the divine essence in human form.8 While Druze theology is centered 
on this belief, it is important to note that mainstream historical scholarship and Isma'ili sources 
contend that al-Hakim himself did not actively encourage this deification. Rather, the doctrine 
was propagated by a group of extremist missionaries who operated during his reign.11 In 1021, 
al-Hakim disappeared during one of his nocturnal excursions into the Muqattam hills outside 
Cairo.1 For his followers, this event was not his death but a voluntary retreat into occultation ( 
ghayba), a state of concealment from which he will one day return to reveal the ultimate truths 
of the Druze faith and inaugurate a golden age of justice.8 

 

The Architects of the Faith 

 
While al-Hakim is the object of veneration, the intellectual and organizational architects of the 
Druze faith were a small circle of Isma'ili missionaries, primarily of Persian origin. 
 
Hamza ibn Ali ibn Ahmad 

 
Recognized within the faith as its true founder and primary theologian, Hamza ibn Ali was an 
Isma'ili mystic from Zozan, Persia.15 Arriving in Cairo around 1014, he began to preach a new 
"Unitarian" ( 
Muwahhidun) doctrine in 1017, publicly proclaiming that the divine essence had manifested in 
the person of Caliph al-Hakim.3 He is considered the author of the earliest and most important 
of the Druze sacred texts, the 
Epistles of Wisdom (Rasāʾil al-Ḥikma), and is identified in Druze cosmology as the first and 
highest of the cosmic principles, the Universal Mind (al-Aql).13 

 

Muhammad al-Darazi (Nashtakin ad-Darazi) 

 
Another Persian missionary, Muhammad al-Darazi, was an early and zealous preacher of 
al-Hakim's divinity. However, his teachings were characterized by ghuluww (exaggeration), 
and his personal ambition to be recognized as the leader of the new movement brought him 
into direct conflict with Hamza.3 Al-Darazi's public and provocative proselytizing caused riots 
in Cairo and ultimately led to his being declared an apostate by Hamza and the mainstream 
Unitarian movement.3 Despite this internal condemnation, his name became inextricably linked 
with the faith by outsiders. Hostile chroniclers and the general populace, observing his public 
activities, labeled the followers of the new doctrine 
al-Darāziyyah or Durūz.19 This external naming convention has persisted, creating the 
historical paradox that the faith is known to the world by the name of a figure its own 



adherents consider a heretic.3 

 

Baha al-Din al-Muqtana 

 
Following al-Hakim's disappearance and the subsequent persecution of the Unitarian 
movement by the new Fatimid regime, Hamza ibn Ali went into hiding. Leadership of the 
nascent and scattered community fell to Baha al-Din al-Muqtana.20 As the fifth and final 
cosmic minister ( 
ḥadd), known as "the Follower" (al-Tali), al-Muqtana skillfully managed the missionary efforts 
from concealment, sending epistles to communities across the Middle East.22 He was 
responsible for compiling the epistles of his predecessors and authored a significant portion 
of the 
Rasāʾil al-Ḥikma himself, effectively codifying the Druze canon.13 

 

The Closing of the Call (Da'wa) 

 
The formative period of the Druze faith came to a definitive end in 1043 CE when Baha al-Din 
al-Muqtana issued his farewell epistle, Risālat al-Ghayba ("The Epistle of Occultation").16 This 
declaration officially closed the 
da'wa, or the call to conversion, permanently sealing the faith to outsiders. This act 
transformed the Druze from an open, proselytizing movement into a closed, hereditary, and 
endogamous community.1 The theological justification for this decision is central to Druze 
identity: it is believed that the divine truth was fully and finally revealed during the period of 
the call (1017–1043), and that every human soul alive at that time had the opportunity to 
accept or reject it. Consequently, all Druze living today are believed to be the reincarnations of 
those original souls who accepted the faith, making conversion both unnecessary and 
impossible.1 

 

Section II: Core Theological Distinctions: The Nature of 
God and Prophecy 
 
The theological chasm separating the Druze faith from both Sunni and Shia Islam is defined by 
its radical reinterpretation of monotheism, prophecy, and spiritual authority. While using a 
shared vocabulary of Abrahamic religion, the Druze infused these concepts with Gnostic and 
Neoplatonic ideas, creating a system that is fundamentally incompatible with Islamic doctrine. 
 
Theophany (Tajalli) vs. Tawhid (Islamic Monotheism) 



 
The single most important doctrine in Islam is Tawhid, the belief in the absolute, 
uncompromising oneness and transcendence of God (Allah). According to Islamic theology, 
God is unique, eternal, omnipotent, and utterly distinct from His creation.24 He has no 
partners, no offspring, and no physical form. The gravest sin in Islam is 
shirk, the act of associating any created being or concept with the divine essence or 
attributes.26 This principle is the bedrock of faith for both Sunnis and Shias, forming the first 
part of the declaration of faith, the 
Shahada.27 

The Druze faith, while calling itself al-Tawhid, redefines this concept in a way that is 
unrecognizable to mainstream Islam. It posits that the unknowable, transcendent divine 
essence has periodically manifested itself in a human form, or theophany, to make itself 
accessible to humanity. This process of divine self-revelation, known as tajalli (unveiling), is 
believed to have culminated in its final and most perfect manifestation in the person of the 
Fatimid Caliph al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah.5 Druze theologians carefully distinguish 
tajalli from hulul (incarnation), arguing that the divine essence did not become fused with the 
human body but rather used it as a locus of manifestation, akin to an image appearing in a 
mirror without becoming the mirror itself.30 However, from an Islamic perspective, this 
distinction is semantic; the belief that a human being could serve as the locus for the divine 
essence is a direct violation of the principle of 
Tawhid and constitutes a form of shirk.5 

 

Prophetology and Sacred Lineage 

 
In Islam, God's guidance is delivered to humanity through a chain of prophets, beginning with 
Adam and ending with Muhammad, who is known as Khatam an-Nabiyyin, the "Seal of the 
Prophets".25 This title signifies that he is the final prophet and that the Qur'an is God's last and 
complete revelation to humankind. 
The Druze faith incorporates many of these same figures but places them within a different 
hierarchy and expands the prophetic canon. They recognize major prophets like Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad, but refer to them as natiq ("speakers"), whose 
primary role was to deliver an exoteric, or outward, law for the masses.1 The Druze hierarchy 
of reverence is distinct: 

1.​ Jethro (Nabi Shu'ayb): Moses' father-in-law is considered the most important and 
revered prophet in the Druze faith. His tomb in Hittin, Israel, is the site of the most 
important annual Druze pilgrimage, the Ziyarat al-Nabi Shu'ayb.4 

2.​ Expanded Prophetic Figures: The Druze also venerate figures not typically considered 
prophets in Islam, including the Greek philosopher Plato and the biblical prophet 
Daniel.1 

3.​ Founders as Supreme Guides: The founders of the faith, particularly Hamza ibn Ali, 
are held in a status that effectively supersedes that of previous prophets. Hamza is not 



merely a messenger but the embodiment of the Universal Mind, the first creation of 
God.16 Some Druze traditions hold that the soul of Hamza was the same soul that was 
previously manifest in figures such as Jesus and Salman al-Farsi, a companion of 
Prophet Muhammad.35 

This syncretic approach serves a clear theological purpose. By incorporating figures from 
Hellenistic philosophy and elevating Jethro, the Druze faith detaches itself from a purely 
Semitic prophetic lineage. This creates a universalist framework, positioning the Druze 
message not as an extension of Islam but as the culmination of all global wisdom, both 
philosophical and religious, thereby justifying its claim to be the ultimate and final truth. 
 
The Role of the Imam and Spiritual Authority 

 
The question of legitimate leadership after the death of Prophet Muhammad is the primary 
point of divergence between Sunni and Shia Islam. 

●​ Sunni Islam rejects any notion of a hereditary spiritual class, holding that the 
community's leader, the Caliph, should be chosen by consensus or election. Religious 
authority is derived from the Qur'an, the Sunnah, and the consensus (ijma) of religious 
scholars (ulama).28 

●​ Shia Islam believes in a divinely appointed line of infallible Imams from the Prophet's 
family (Ahl al-Bayt), who are the sole legitimate spiritual and political heirs. The Imam is 
the authoritative interpreter of the faith.27 

The Druze faith takes the Isma'ili concept of the Imam and radicalizes it to its ultimate 
conclusion, moving beyond succession to deification. The spiritual authority of the Imam is 
replaced by the direct divinity of al-Hakim. The hierarchy beneath God is not a lineage of 
human successors but a Neoplatonic cosmic structure of five principles or ministers (ḥudūd): 

1.​ The Universal Mind (al-Aql al-Kulli): Embodied by Hamza ibn Ali. 
2.​ The Universal Soul (al-Nafs al-Kulliya): Embodied by Isma'il al-Tamimi. 
3.​ The Word (al-Kalima): Embodied by Muhammad ibn Wahb al-Qurashi. 
4.​ The Precedent (al-Sabiq): Embodied by Salama ibn Abd al-Wahhab al-Samiri. 
5.​ The Follower (al-Tali): Embodied by Baha al-Din al-Muqtana. 

This cosmic hierarchy, which forms the basis of Druze theology and governance, represents a 
complete break from the Islamic models of leadership, replacing a historical, lineage-based 
authority with a metaphysical, Gnostic one.23 This demonstrates the ultimate trajectory of 
esoteric ( 
bāṭinī) interpretation: where Isma'ilism saw a hidden meaning in the Qur'an accessible only 
through the Imam, the Druze founders used this interpretive license to declare the Qur'an's 
laws superseded and to introduce a new divine manifestation and a new scripture. 
 

Section III: Scripture, Eschatology, and the Afterlife 
 



The profound differences between the Druze faith and Islam are starkly illustrated in their 
respective sacred texts and their conceptions of the afterlife. The Druze replacement of the 
Qur'an with their own esoteric scripture and their substitution of resurrection with 
reincarnation create two fundamentally different and irreconcilable worldviews. 
 
Sacred Texts: Rasāʾil al-Ḥikma vs. The Qur'an 

 
For all Muslims, Sunni and Shia alike, the Qur'an is the literal, uncreated word of God as 
revealed to Prophet Muhammad. It is the primary and ultimate source of theology, law 
(Shari'a), and moral guidance.28 Its text is considered perfect, immutable, and is publicly 
accessible to all believers, with the ideal being that every Muslim should read, recite, and 
reflect upon it directly. 
The foundational scripture of the Druze is the Rasāʾil al-Ḥikma (Epistles of Wisdom), a 
collection of 111 epistles authored primarily by Hamza ibn Ali and Baha al-Din al-Muqtana 
during the faith's formative period.13 The content of these texts is a syncretic blend of 
Neoplatonic philosophy, Gnostic cosmology, esoteric interpretations of Abrahamic narratives, 
and polemical treatises against other faiths.13 Unlike the Qur'an, the 
Epistles are not a public text. They are profoundly esoteric, written in a cryptic and highly 
symbolic language that is intentionally inaccessible to the uninitiated.13 Access to these 
sacred writings is strictly limited to the initiated spiritual elite of the community, known as the 
ʿuqqāl ("the Knowledgeable").4 The vast majority of the Druze community, the 
juhhāl ("the Ignorant"), are forbidden from reading or studying them. This restriction serves to 
maintain a rigid spiritual and social hierarchy. Where the Qur'an's universal accessibility 
fosters a theoretically egalitarian spiritual community in Islam, the esoteric nature of the 
Epistles institutionalizes a priestly class that holds exclusive authority over divine knowledge. 
While some Druze may publicly express reverence for the Qur'an, particularly as a form of 
religious dissimulation (taqiyya), their theology regards it as an exoteric "shell" containing an 
inner truth that has been superseded and fully unveiled by the Epistles of Wisdom.34 More 
critical sources assert that Druze doctrine entails a complete rejection of the Qur'an's divine 
authority.17 

 

Reincarnation (Taqammus) vs. The Day of Judgment (Yawm 
al-Qiyamah) 

 
Islamic eschatology is linear and definitive. It posits a single life on Earth, followed by death 
and an intermediary state in the grave (barzakh). On the Day of Judgment (Yawm 
al-Qiyamah), all of humanity will be physically resurrected to face a final divine judgment, after 
which souls will be consigned to an eternal reward in Paradise (Jannah) or an eternal 
punishment in Hell (Jahannam).24 Belief in the resurrection and the Last Day is a 



non-negotiable article of faith in both Sunni and Shia Islam.45 

The Druze faith completely rejects this eschatological framework in favor of the doctrine of 
taqammus, or the transmigration of the soul.1 According to this belief: 

●​ The Soul is Immortal and Cyclical: The soul is eternal, and upon the death of the 
physical body, it is immediately reborn into the body of a newborn infant.46 

●​ Community-Bound Rebirth: This process of reincarnation is believed to occur 
exclusively within the Druze community. The soul of a Druze is always reborn as a Druze, 
and the soul of a male is reborn as a male, and a female as a female.42 This belief implies 
that the number of Druze souls is finite and has been fixed since the closing of the call 
in the 11th century. 

●​ Worldly Reward and Punishment: There is no otherworldly heaven or hell. The 
consequences of one's actions in a given life are experienced in the material and social 
circumstances of the next life. A virtuous soul may be reborn into a prosperous and 
happy life, while a sinful one may be reborn into a life of suffering.44 

●​ Reinterpretation of the Last Day: The concept of a "Last Day" is reinterpreted not as 
a final judgment of souls for an afterlife, but as the eventual return of al-Hakim. His 
reappearance will usher in a worldly triumph for the Muwahhidun, who will then rule the 
earth.44 The ultimate spiritual goal for the soul is to achieve purification through 
successive cycles of rebirth, eventually breaking free from the need for a physical body 
and achieving reunification with the Cosmic Mind (​
al-ʻaql al-kullī).3 

This doctrine of taqammus is more than a theological position; it functions as a powerful 
mechanism for communal preservation. For a closed, often persecuted minority, the belief 
that every member of the community is part of a finite family of souls traveling through time 
together creates an unbreakable primordial bond. It reinforces strict endogamy and deepens 
the sense of mutual obligation, making apostasy not just a betrayal of faith but a metaphysical 
abandonment of one's eternal kin group. 
 

Section IV: Religious Law, Practice, and Community 
Structure 
 
The practical expression of the Druze faith further distinguishes it from Islam. Where Islamic 
life is structured around a set of defined rituals and a comprehensive legal code, Druze life is 
guided by a set of ethical principles and a unique social hierarchy. This represents a 
fundamental shift from a religion of orthopraxy (correct practice) to one of ortho-ethic 
(correct behavior). 
 
The Seven Precepts vs. The Five Pillars 

 



The foundation of religious practice for all Muslims is the Five Pillars, a set of obligatory ritual 
duties that structure daily and yearly life.49 These are: 

1.​ Shahada: The declaration of faith in one God and the prophethood of Muhammad. 
2.​ Salat: Five obligatory daily prayers performed at specific times. 
3.​ Zakat: Obligatory annual charity, typically 2.5% of accumulated wealth. 
4.​ Sawm: Fasting from dawn to dusk during the month of Ramadan. 
5.​ Hajj: The pilgrimage to Mecca, to be performed at least once if able. 

The Druze explicitly reject these pillars as exoteric rituals belonging to a superseded religious 
law.31 In their place, the 
Epistles of Wisdom establish Seven Precepts, which are primarily ethical and moral in nature.4 
These are: 

1.​ Truthfulness of the tongue (Sidq al-Lisan): This is considered the most important 
precept and is seen as the esoteric replacement for ritual prayer (Salat).31 

2.​ Safeguarding of brethren (Hifz al-Ikhwan): Mutual support and solidarity within the 
Druze community, which replaces the pillar of charity (Zakat).31 

3.​ Abandoning the worship of falsehood and the void (Tark 'ibadat al-'adam 
wal-buhtan): A rejection of all other religions and idolatry, replacing the pillar of fasting 
(Sawm).40 

4.​ Disassociation from devils and evil deeds (Al-bara'a min al-Abalisa wal-Tughyan): 
Renouncing evil and those who embody it, replacing the pillar of pilgrimage (Hajj).31 

5.​ Belief in the oneness of God in every age (Tawhid al-Mawla fi kull 'asr): 
Acknowledging the divine manifestations, culminating in al-Hakim, which replaces the 
Shahada.40 

6.​ Acceptance of God's acts, whatever they may be (Al-Rida bi-fi'lihi kayfa ma kan): 
A principle of radical acceptance of divine will.31 

7.​ Submission to God's will, in private and public (Al-Taslim li-Amrihi fi'l-sirr 
wa'l-'alan): Complete surrender to the divine command.40 

This substitution represents a Gnostic worldview where inner spiritual states and ethical purity 
are paramount, while external rituals are seen as symbolic at best and potentially distracting 
at worst.4 

 

Ritual and Worship 

 
Islamic religious life is highly ritualized, with prescribed prayers, ablutions, congregational 
worship in mosques, and specific annual observances like Ramadan and Eid al-Adha.37 In 
contrast, Druze religious life is markedly non-ritualistic.50 There are no prescribed daily 
prayers, no institutionalized fasting period like Ramadan, and no pilgrimage to Mecca.31 The 
primary religious gathering is a quiet meeting for study and meditation held on Thursday 
evenings in a 
khalwat, a simple, unadorned house of prayer typically located on the outskirts of a village. 



Attendance at these meetings is generally restricted to the initiated ʿuqqāl.4 

 

Social and Legal Framework 

 
Druze personal status laws, which govern matters like marriage and divorce, also show 
significant divergence from traditional Islamic Shari'a. 

●​ Marriage: Druze law mandates strict monogamy. This is a stark contrast to Sunni and 
most Shia jurisprudence, which permits polygyny for men with up to four wives.4 

●​ Divorce: Divorce is heavily discouraged in the Druze community. When it does occur, it 
is final and irrevocable; the couple may never remarry.31 Significantly, a woman has the 
right to initiate divorce proceedings in Druze religious courts, a right not typically 
afforded to women in traditional Islamic law, where divorce is largely a male 
prerogative.4 

●​ Dietary Laws: Prohibitions against consuming pork and alcohol are generally observed, 
similar to Islamic practice, though some sources indicate these rules are not always as 
strictly enforced among the uninitiated.52 A unique Druze prohibition is the avoidance of​
mulukhiyya (jute mallow), a popular regional vegetable, which was banned by al-Hakim.6 

These social laws, particularly those promoting gender equality in marriage and divorce, 
reflect a theology that prioritizes the soul over the temporary physical form. Since souls are 
believed to be eternal and reincarnated, gender is viewed as a transient state, providing a 
theological basis for more egalitarian social structures compared to the patriarchal norms 
often codified in traditional Shari'a. 
 
Community Hierarchy: ʿUqqāl and Juhhāl 

 
The Druze community is internally divided into two distinct classes based on religious 
knowledge and piety, a structure with no parallel in mainstream Islam.42 

●​ The ʿUqqāl ("the Knowledgeable" or "the Wise") are the initiated minority, comprising 
both men and women who have demonstrated sufficient piety to be granted access to 
the esoteric teachings of the faith. They lead ascetic lives, abstain from alcohol and 
tobacco, and wear distinctive dark clothing and white turbans. They are the guardians 
of the Epistles of Wisdom and the leaders of the community's religious life.4 

●​ The Juhhāl ("the Ignorant") are the uninitiated majority (approximately 80% of the 
population). They are not privy to the secret doctrines of the faith, do not attend the 
Thursday evening religious services, and are not bound by the same strict ascetic rules 
as the ʿuqqāl. Their understanding of the faith is limited to its exoteric principles, such 
as the belief in one God and reincarnation.4 

 



The Practice of Taqiyya (Dissimulation) 

 
The principle of taqiyya, or concealing one's true beliefs to avoid persecution, is a practice 
found in Shia Islam, particularly for minorities living under hostile rule.27 For the Druze, 
however, this practice, often referred to as 
kitman (concealment), is a foundational and systematically applied principle, born from a long 
history of persecution by larger Muslim powers.34 This doctrine permits and even encourages 
the Druze to outwardly conform to the religious practices of the dominant culture in which 
they reside—be it Islam or Christianity—to ensure their safety and the preservation of their 
community.1 

 

Table 1: Comparative Framework of Druze, Sunni, and Shia Beliefs and 
Practices 

 
Feature Druze Faith Sunni Islam Shia Islam 
Concept of God Theophany (tajalli); 

God manifested in 
Caliph al-Hakim. 

Strict Transcendental 
Monotheism (Tawhid). 

Strict Transcendental 
Monotheism (Tawhid). 

Primary Scripture Epistles of Wisdom 
(Rasāʾil al-Ḥikma). 

Qur'an and Sunnah (as 
narrated by 
Companions). 

Qur'an and Sunnah (as 
narrated through Ahl 
al-Bayt). 

Prophetology Recognizes Abrahamic 
prophets; Muhammad 
is one of many. Jethro 
is most revered. 

Muhammad is the final 
Prophet. 

Muhammad is the final 
Prophet. 

Spiritual Authority Cosmic Principles 
(ḥudūd) embodied by 
founders. 

Elected Caliphs; 
consensus of scholars 
(ijma). 

Divinely appointed 
Imams from Prophet's 
lineage. 

Core Tenets The Seven Precepts 
(ethical principles). 

The Five Pillars (ritual 
duties) & Six Articles of 
Faith. 

The Five Pillars & 
Roots/Branches of 
Religion (incl. 
Imamate). 

Afterlife Reincarnation 
(taqammus) of souls 
within the community. 

Resurrection, Day of 
Judgment, 
Heaven/Hell. 

Resurrection, Day of 
Judgment, 
Heaven/Hell. 

Conversion Prohibited; faith closed 
since 1043 CE. 

Permitted and 
encouraged. 

Permitted and 
encouraged. 

Marriage Law Strict monogamy. Polygyny (up to four 
wives) permitted. 

Polygyny permitted; 
temporary marriage 



(mut'ah) allowed by 
Twelvers. 

 

Section V: Identity and Inter-Communal Perception 
 
The profound theological and practical differences between the Druze faith and Islam have 
shaped a complex and often misunderstood identity for the Druze people, as well as a history 
of fraught relations with their Muslim neighbors. This final section examines how the Druze 
see themselves and how they are, in turn, perceived by the broader Islamic world. 
 
Druze Self-Identification: Muslim or a Separate Faith? 

 
The question of whether the Druze are Muslims is a matter of ongoing debate and depends 
heavily on the context—theological, political, or cultural. While the faith's historical origins are 
in Isma'ili Shi'ism, the overwhelming consensus among both Druze religious authorities and 
outside academic observers is that the Druze constitute a separate and distinct religion.3 

●​ Theological Basis for Separation: For the devout and the initiated (ʿuqqāl), the 
doctrinal differences are absolute. The belief in al-Hakim's divinity, the doctrine of 
reincarnation, the rejection of the Five Pillars, and the adoption of a separate scripture 
make any theological reconciliation with Islam impossible.43 

●​ Political and Legal Identity: The legal status of the Druze varies by country. In 
Lebanon, for political and demographic reasons, they are often grouped under the 
broader category of Islam for purposes of parliamentary representation.43 In contrast, 
the Druze community in Israel successfully petitioned the state in 1957 to be recognized 
as a distinct religious community, separate from Muslims, with its own religious courts.52 

●​ Cultural and Ethnic Identity: The Druze are ethnically Arab, sharing a common 
language, cuisine, and many cultural traditions with their Christian and Muslim 
neighbors.3 This shared Arab cultural identity can sometimes lead outsiders to 
mistakenly classify them as Muslims. However, within the community, particularly in 
Israel, identity is often layered. Surveys indicate that Israeli Druze tend to prioritize their 
identity first as Druze (religious), second as Arab (cultural/ethnic), and third as Israeli 
(civic).52 

●​ Pragmatic Identity and Taqiyya: Due to a long history of persecution, the practice of 
taqiyya has sometimes led Druze individuals or communities to publicly identify as 
Muslim to ensure their safety and avoid conflict.31 This strategic dissimulation further 
complicates external perceptions of their true identity. 

Ultimately, Druze identity is not a monolithic concept but a multi-layered and adaptive 
strategy for survival. It is simultaneously a distinct religion (Muwahhidun), an ethnic group 



(Arab), and a national citizenship (Lebanese, Syrian, or Israeli). This complex construction 
allows the community to navigate the volatile political landscapes of the Middle East, forming 
alliances based on shared interests while preserving a core religious identity that remains 
fiercely independent and insular. 
 
Mainstream Muslim Perception of the Druze 

 
The mainstream Islamic perception of the Druze, across both Sunni and Shia schools of 
thought, is overwhelmingly one of rejection. From an orthodox Islamic viewpoint, the core 
tenets of the Druze faith are not seen as a valid interpretation (ijtihad) or a different school of 
thought (madhhab), but as a departure from the essential principles of Islam.56 

They are frequently classified as ghulat (extremists or "exaggerators"), a term historically used 
for groups that deified figures from the Prophet's family, particularly Ali ibn Abi Talib or the 
Imams.5 The Druze deification of al-Hakim is seen as the ultimate form of this heresy and a 
clear act of 
shirk (polytheism), the one unforgivable sin in Islam. 
Consequently, numerous Islamic legal rulings (fatwas) throughout history have classified the 
Druze as heretics (zanādiqa) or apostates (murtaddūn) from Islam.17 These rulings, issued by 
scholars from major Sunni schools of law, typically conclude that the Druze are outside the 
fold of Islam ( 
kuffar). This has practical legal implications, rendering it impermissible for Muslims to marry 
Druze individuals or consume meat slaughtered by them.45 This perception has historically 
provided the theological justification for centuries of persecution against the Druze by various 
Muslim regimes, including the Fatimids (after al-Hakim's reign), the Mamluks, and the 
Ottomans, who launched campaigns of forced conversion and violence against the 
community.19 

 

Conclusion 
 
The analysis of the historical origins, theological doctrines, scriptural canons, and religious 
practices of the Druze faith confirms that it is not a branch or sect of Islam, but a distinct 
religious system that emerged from an Islamic milieu before charting its own unique spiritual 
course. The foundational differences are not matters of interpretation but of core substance. 
The Islamic principle of an indivisible and transcendent Tawhid is replaced by a Gnostic 
doctrine of divine theophany. The linear eschatology of resurrection and final judgment is 
supplanted by a cyclical belief in the reincarnation of the soul. The ritualistic framework of the 
Five Pillars is set aside in favor of an esoteric code of Seven ethical Precepts. 
These divergences—in the nature of God, the meaning of scripture, and the destiny of the 
human soul—are absolute and irreconcilable. They define a separate faith, a reality 
acknowledged by the Druze themselves, by academic scholarship, and by the consensus of 



mainstream Islamic authorities. The Druze faith stands as a remarkable testament to religious 
genesis, a case study in how the esoteric tools of one tradition, Isma'ili Shi'ism, were utilized to 
deconstruct its core tenets and construct a new, syncretic religion. By blending Abrahamic 
monotheism with Neoplatonic philosophy and Gnostic cosmology, its founders created a 
resilient and insular ethno-religious community. For a millennium, its secretive nature, closed 
community, and unique doctrines have not been mere curiosities, but the very mechanisms 
that have ensured its survival in a region often hostile to its existence. 
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